FINAL EXAM
Name:  
You can take this essay at home on your own time. Please get it to me by next Thursday, December 15. If you want partial credit for any missing work, get that to me by Monday, December 12. Please send it electronically. 
Pick one essay from Group 1 and then question 2 (it involves watching a movie and taking notes, and the movie’s kind of long, so leave time for that). 
Read This Part and then Read it Again! 

You should be as specific as possible, using quotes from the plays as well as background material. I will grade you on specificity, detail, organization, and the quality of your information and thoughtfulness.  Mechanics will only figure into the grade to the extent that they interfere with clarity. 
Finally:  Confine your discussion to those plays we read for this class. 

Section 1: Pick either 1.1 or 1.2 or 1.3 or 1.4 (50%)
1.1. Compare Shakespeare’s use of a single pattern of imagery and metaphor throughout The Tempest and one other tragedy or history. For example, you could discuss the sea and water or sleeping and dreaming in The Tempest and Macbeth, acting as a metaphor in The Tempest and Macbeth, facility with language in The Tempest and Henry IV, or monstrosity in The Tempest and Othello. 

1.2. Throughout his career, Shakespeare’s plays were performed for different audiences and in different spaces (on the road, at private homes or weddings, at the Theatre or Globe, at Blackfriars, or at court). After his company became the King’s Men, his audiences were increasingly aristocratic, and their tastes shaped the way his plays were performed or adapted. 

Discuss how the performance spaces and the audiences for whom Shakespeare wrote might have shaped The Tempest and Macbeth.  Be specific; use examples and quotes from the plays; also consider evidence that these plays were adapted for different audiences. 

1.3. Shakespeare’s last plays, including The Tempest, are sometimes called “tragicomedies” because they contain potentially tragic plots that are averted through Providential or Magical “Sea Change” in the form of female agency and humane virtues (forgiveness, repentance, wonder, trust). Similarly, we could say that tragedies are not tragicomedies because, when their heroes are torn by opposing forces, they are unable or unwilling to find such solutions. 

Discuss the plots of one tragedy (Macbeth or Othello) and The Tempest in terms of the notion of their similarity. How do they differ from each other? What do those differences tell us about the things Shakespeare values most in his later career? Be specific, using quotes and examples from the plays you discuss.

1.4. Discuss the extent to which the “minor plots” of The Tempest and Henry IV comment on the main action. To what extent do them minor plots highlight the contradictions and inconsistencies inherent in  dominent (major plot) ideologies?

Section 2. (50%)
Watch all parts of the film In Search of Shakespeare. 

part 1 and 2: http://0-media.nclive.org.wncln.wncln.org/play_video.php?vid=107
part 3 and 4: http://0-media.nclive.org.wncln.wncln.org/play_video.php?vid=108
Those links will only work on campus. (You can also stream the film on Netflix). 
Answer the questions from the attached sheet as you watch. Then write this essay: 

We know very little about Shakespeare’s biography, but we can speculate from the available evidence. How does that biography help us understand Shakespeare’s plays? Discuss how events in Shakespeare’s life could help us understand at least two Shakespeare plays (one comedy or one history, and one tragedy or tragicomedy). 

In Search of Shakespeare Study Questions
Episode 1: Time of Revolution

1. Where, when and how was William baptized? Who were his parents?



2. How many times had the religion changed in the past 12 years? 



3. What traces of Warwickshire exist in Shakespeare’s plays? Give two examples. 



4. What did John Shakespeare do for a living in Stratford? 



5. What happened to the paintings in Stratford’s Guild Chapel, and why? What were some of the subjects?



6. What was a favorite play performed by Elizabethan school children? What was its “moral message”? What was its concluding message?


7. It turns out John Shakespeare was a “brogger.” What did that mean?



8. What other crime was John Shakespeare prosecuted for, and at what interest rate?



9. Where did young Shakespeare see Mystery plays? How old was he when they were banned?



10. Which poet was Shakespeare’s favorite? Which version of his works, besides the Latin , did Shakespeare know?



11. How did Shakespeare’s “childhood end” when he was around 12? Why? What were the immediate consequences for William?


12. What was the “hot book” of 1582, and on whom was Shakespeare using it?



13. What opportunities were lost to Shakespeare when he married?



14. Who was John Sommerville, and what did he do in 1583? What did Thomas Lucy do about it? 

Episode 2: The Lost Years

1. Why does this episode begin in Lancashire, not Shakespeare’s home county of Warwickshire?


2. The actor Kit Beeston ties Shakespeare to the Hoghtons.  Ferdinando Stanley of Knowsley, a patron of Shakespeare, lived nearby.  What nearby troupe of players might Shakespeare have acted with?


3. Who came to the Guild Hall in Stratford in 1587? What plays did they perform, and what were they like?


4. As a touring propaganda tool, what was the Queen’s Men’s job?


5. In November 1588, of which invading force was it said, “God blew and they were scattered”? Which leader was believed exhorted the troops, “I have the heart and valor of a king”?


6. How many people lived in London in 1588?


7. What was the Elizabethan Shoreditch like? 


8. What did James Burbage build in 1576? What was one reason he built it in the working class neighborhood?


9. What star played Tamburlaine? What actors were listed on a plot summary from 1590 in that actor’s possession? 


10. What kind material did Shakespeare use to appeal to his audience in his earliest plays such as Titus Andronicus, Two Gentlemen of Verona, and Henry VI?


11. Why was war a popular subject of Shakespeare’s History plays?


12. Two printers were executed in 1593 for what crime?


13. What 1593 event would Shakespeare later describe as “a great reckoning in a little room” (As You Like It 3.3.11-12)? What story did witnesses tell of events? what was suspicious about it?


14. Which famous ability of Shakespeare’s mind might have come from political events of 1593, when he learned to be “careful…Each trifle under truest bars to thrust” (Sonnet 48)?

Episode 3: The Duty of Poets

1. The movie begins with the pursuit of the Jesuit poet Robert Southwell. Who was he to Shakespeare? What did he consider the “duty of poets”?


2. To whom did Shakespeare address his poems, and why?


3. In 1596, Shakespeare bought New Place, the biggest house in Stratford. He also filed an application. What was it for, and what did it mean? 


4. Describe Shakespeare’s crest and motto. 


5. What poems did Shakespeare write in Wilton in 1597? To whom were they addressed?


6. Why were theaters closed this winter?  Why did Shakespeare hide in Southwark, and what was that area like?


7. What do we know about the woman to whom Shakespeare addressed his last sonnets? Who does the film suggest she was?


8. Who was Simon Foreman?


9. Who was the “best carpenter in London”? What did he and Shakespeare’s company do over Christmas 1598?


10. In 1601, a disaffected favorite of Elizabeth’s approached Shakespeare’s Lord Chamberlain’s men about performing a particular play with a “banned” scene restored. What was the play, and what was its significance? 


11. What was the “war of the poets”? Who were Shakespeare’s biggest rivals, and who wrote for them? In which play, compared by the film to Rebel Without a Cause, did Shakespeare comment on those rivals?


12. What did Jonson consider the “duty of poets”?  (His Isle of Dogs had caused theaters to be closed in 1597 and resulted in his own imprisonment). 


13. The play Othello was timed to respond to what Elizabethan social controversy?

Episode 4: For All Time

1. With whom was Shakespeare lodging in 1603? How did that make it possible for Shakespeare to evade the “thought police?


2. What was the new name of Shakespeare’s company (formerly Lord Chamberlain’s Men?) Why were William Shakespeare, Augustine Phillips, John Heminges, and Richard Burbage issued 4.5 yards of scarlet cloth in 1604?


3. Describe the “set” constructed for King James’s triumphal entry into London on his Accession Day. What was Shakespeare’s role in this parade or “triumph”?


4. What was Christmas like for the King’s Men? How many plays did they perform for James that first Christmas of 1604-5? How many were new that year?


5. What was the “Gunpowder plot” of 1605 and who was the target? Which group was blamed for it?


6. After the gunpowder plot, how was censorship stepped up against the theatre and against Shakespeare in particular?


7. What group was in charge of censoring the publication industry? How were Shakespeare’s history plays both responses to censorship and the victims of censorship?


8. For what refusal was Susannah Shakespeare summoned in 1606? 


9. What was Blackfriars, when was it opened, and what were its advantages?


10. What was a “sure sign” of the improved social status of The King’s Men?


11. Where did actors mix with the age’s intellectual avant garde?  What was Shakespeare “slipped”  there in 1611, and what play did it inspire?


12. What did all Shakespeare’s late plays have in common? How are all the characters in his late plays “redeemed”?


13. On what play did Shakespeare collaborate in that year? What momentous structure was destroyed during the performance of that play? How?


14. What rumor has circulated about how Shakespeare died?


